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Conclusions of September 23rd, 2021 Webinar
"Africa-Europe Blockchain Partnership, a Partnership between Equals"
within the framework of the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
Context.
In 2022, the African Union will present its "blockchain" projects as part of its Agenda 2063.
The European Union has adopted the twin "ecological and digital" transition as a framework
for development. In February 2022, the AU-EU summit will be held, which should adopt an
Africa-Europe Digital Partnership.
Blockchain is recognized as a "game changer" by multiple reports in the fields of finance,
international trade and contracts. China, the United States, Europe, major international
organizations like the United Nations, the WTO, the OECD are very active in the field of
blockchain. GAFA, IBM and many multinationals, financial institutions and banks are
developing blockchain strategies that are binding on economic and financial players.
A partnership between equals and transformative
It has several dimensions:
• A partnership as equals between the African Union and the European Union
• Between rich countries and poor countries on both continents.
• Between the business world and small producers
• Between governments, business and civil society
Africa at the forefront
For this "change of the rules of the game" to take place within the framework of
"cooperation between equals" and in support of the African Union's Agenda 2063 program,
Africa can rely on the experience of countries such as South Africa, Cameroon, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Nigeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Rwanda, DRC, Ivory Coast, Uganda, Burkina Faso, Sierra
Leone, Niger which have blockchain initiatives on their territory. Research on the

blockchain landscape in Africa shows that projects are implemented in various sectors, with
a majority addressing finance. A third of them qualifying as impact first, therefore primarily
addressing local and global sustainable development challenges.

Source : blockchainforgood.fr

A transformative partnership
The partnership that we advocate will be a “transformative” partnership in multiple fields.
The Davos Economic Forum, GIZ, BPI, WTO have identified how blockchain is "an
opportunity for Africa and Europe" and a "game changer" in the service of a new era.
A partnership of equals for an "Economy of Well-Being"
By taking the initiative in this context of convening in Goma in January 2022 'an AfricaEurope Partnership Week' the DRC could propose its vision on the one hand of digital
resources for " An Economy of the Well-Being1 ” as a common project for Africa and Europe
and on the other hand of a "Partnership of equals".
Two Action Plans resulting from an Africa-Europe Blockchain Week - Goma 2022.
• A blockchain action plan and the sustainable development goals for 2030, the European
Green deal and those of the African Union's Agenda 2063.
• A second would focus on a pilot initiative for the Community of Great Lakes Countries in
partnership with the German Government in particular on the theme "Blockchain, let no one
be left behind"
1

Club of Rome : A wellbeing economy: “recognises that the economy is embedded in society and
the rest of nature. It must be understood and managed as an integral, interdependent system of
social relations that pursues balance and prosperity, rather than the maximisation of production
and consumption. It is an economy that values both social and natural dimensions as fundamental
components of national wealth and as critical factors in determining wellbeing”. 1

Conclusions
The signatory organizations want this Africa-Europe Blockchain Partnership, Among Equals
and For the SDGs:
•
•

•

•
•
•

be prepared by an Africa-Europe Blockchain Week for the SDGs ’which would be held
in Goma (DRC)
be part of the agreements that the Heads of State and Government of the African
Union and the European Union will seal in February 2022 and sign on this occasion a
partnership protocol between equals
includes a pilot project for the Community of Great Lakes countries on the topic of
'blockchain, let no one be left behind' signed with Germany whose agency GIZ
published a report 'blockchain, opportunity for Africa'
proposes to the INTERCHAIN Foundation and the Swiss Government the signing of a
protocol on the theme of empowerment.
includes an Africa-Europe Blockchain Platform and Sustainable Development Goals
initiated with South Africa and SANBA
be part of bilateral agreements with Great Britain and Norway

Implementation
The signatories intend to
• inform the African Union DRC 2021 presidency, the 2021 Slovenian presidency and
the 2022 French presidency of the European Council of their proposals to sign a
'Blockchain and SDGs, partnership between equals' protocol at the AU-EU summit of
February 2022,
• ask them for their patronage for the Goma blockchain week and the support of the
European institutions.

